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aftershocks of magnitude 4.0 or greater occur with a
frequency of one every five minutes during the first two
days following a major earthquake. following the 1947

quake, most people did not have their houses rebuilt. in the
1990s, aftershocks occur in the region of magnitude 3.0-4.0

every day. in japan, recovery has been most effective.
many areas, which suffered heavy damage in the 1995

quake, are now returning to normalcy. there have also been
good experiences in the quake-hit prefectures of okayama,

kochi, fukuoka and the city of sendai. japan is the world
leader in earthquake-proof building construction and is

believed to have the best-designed buildings in the world.
people living in earthquake-prone regions also must be

taught to anticipate the effects of the quakes. many
buildings in japan were built before the standard was set in

the 1950s. most of the buildings in california were built
before the great san francisco quake of 1906, but were not
built to the latest standards. while the us may be leading

the way in earthquake-resistant building construction, it has
not been successful in preventing the loss of lives. in the
late 1990s, many of the high-rise buildings in california

were not seismically resilient, although they had been built
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to the latest standards. a number of the towers in tokyo, on
the other hand, were built to the latest standards, but not to

the highest. the emergency management division of the
united states geological survey has classified earthquakes
into six classes. the first class, 1, requires a building to be
reconstructed or retrofitted to meet current codes. class 2
requires the building to be demolished. the last class, 6,
requires a building to be protected from disasters like

earthquakes and landslides.
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the historic city of bhuj, where the quake destroyed more
than 2,000 homes, is a perfect example of the impending
danger of earthquake-prone areas. land development in

and around bhuj, coupled with a lack of adequate
construction standards and buildings code, means that

most of the buildings in the area could be condemned. of
the more than 25,000 buildings in bhuj, only a handful are
earthquake-resistant, and they are not uniformly spread
throughout the city. another challenge is the frequent,

seasonal, and often frequent aftershocks that follow a large
earthquake. the largest of these, a magnitude-6.9 quake in

the north indian state of bihar on may 25, 1996, killed
10,000 people and injured 50,000. it caused extensive

damage and rendered over 10,000 villagers homeless. the
devastating earthquake that rocked kobe, japan, on january

17, 1995, was the most damaging quake in history. the
magnitude-7.2 earthquake killed 6,300 people and caused
damage estimated at more than $160 billion. more than

40,000 buildings collapsed and nearly 300,000 people were
left homeless. the losses of property and the toll on human
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life were horrendous. it was the worst quake in kobe since a
magnitude-7.9 temblor in 1923 killed 3,700 people and left

50,000 homeless. the earthquake devastated kobe and
caused the collapse of more than 1,000 structures, leaving

more than 50,000 people homeless. the quake left
hundreds of thousands homeless. the earthquake's

epicenter was in a remote mountainous area, but kobe, a
city of over 2.7 million people, had been hit with a human-
made tsunami. the earthquake was triggered by a release

of pressure from a small reservoir. 5ec8ef588b
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